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Thers were present on the occasion Hon, A, 5. Uleg
horn. iz Excellencs W, M. Gibson, Minlster of Forelg:
4 [Tair Hiz Excellency John M. Kapens, Minister of
Fioance : His Exesllency Paul Negmann, Attorpey-Gian-
erul: Hoo, A. F. Judd, Chanevilos v Kingdom ; ol
ehe Hon. Chas. H. Ol n: Major B, W.
Purvis, ViceUhambers g ! the Hon. Geo,
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Majesty s Staff
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EDITORIAL NOTES.

The recent perjury case has caused more

than the wsual amount of excitement

amongst the Chinese merchants and shop-
keepers on Hotel and NSuuvanu streets. A
feeling of satisfaction and joy pervades the
breastsof the vietorious fuaction. Chinamen,
naturally reticent in matters that immedi-
ately eflect their interests, have, on this oc-
casion, publiely expressed their elated emo-
tions eaused by the’ victery gained. Jut
the most serious_question still remains un-
solved, both in the alleged conspiracy case
and also in the recent perjury ease. Both
parties were accused of doing wrong and
telling falsehoods, yet both are uaecquitted.
A foreign newspaper published in China, to
hand by the Iast mail, in speaking of Chi-
nese veracity, says:

“One of the minor difficulties connected
with our daily intercourse with the Chinese
lies in the uncertainty of all attempts to get
thewm to speak the truth when the testimo-
ny is required in Courts of Law. We speak
of it as a minor difficulty, because it is one
of comparatively rare occurrence; but it is
obvious to everybody thut eases do oceur in
which the testimony of a Chinese under
such circumstances may be of the most vi-
tal importance—a question of life or death.

It has been said, with only too much
truth, that the Chinese are a nation of liars;
that they lie by instinet, they lie from pref-
erence, they lie in their histories, they lie
in the books en science.smEven to put it
more milaly, we fally endorse the state-
ment that a Chinaman feels not the slight-
est shame at being found out in a false-
heod, and that lying generally is regarded
as being so very venial an offence as scarce-
ly to amount to an offence at all. If the
Chinese do not study lying as an art, as the
Spartans may be said to have studied thiev-
ing. it is because education is unnecessary
where there exists so rich a natural talent.
There is absolutely mo proverb in China
which eondemns lying as a vice; but we
confess that we have not met with any work
of morality or fiction in which among a cat-
alogue of sins was includedthe sin ef lying.
Under these circumstances, itisevident that
the national failing of China assumes a very
serious aspect when a Chinaman gives evi-
dence in Court. The abstract fact that a
Chinaman is a born liar is exemplified in a
concrete form when he comes before & mix-
ed or foreign tribunal and deliberately
makes a false assertion affecting the prop-
erty or life of another man. Everybody

knows that when Chinamen are a prey to
revengeful or spiteful feelings they will en-
ter into a deliberate conspiracy to tell cer-
tain definite and circumstantial lies, with
a view tocompassing the ruin of the man
who has offended them; and that the only

w
N

Court House

way in whiclh to expose the fraud is to sub-
ject them to such a eress-examination as
| shall force them to contradict each other
and themselves. * % * A proverb exists
among them that if all the imprecations of
whieh their oaths consist were fulfilled, the
leaves of ,the trees, though turned into cof-
fins, would not be sufficientj to, bury their
dead. Impressed with this faef, the foreign
autherities in China have dome their ut-
most to find some form of oath whieh, once
administered, shall frighten a Chinese wit-
nes< into speaking the truth. One of the
most celebrated tests is that of decapitat-
ing a coek, the idea of which is that if the
witness tells a lie he will deserve (o roam
through the world, a headless ghost,for long
ages after his owun death. ‘“‘He prays,"”

ditien has been slight compared with the
{ interest manifested by people in New York,
Chicago apd other places. That some of

| be who is accustomed to look beneath the
surface of things discovered certain novel
and interesting products. A careful exam-
ination and not a hasty glance was needed
' to bring to light the full value of the show.
| It would to deny that the
| management has made mistakes, that ex-
hibitors have grumbled, that the attend-
ance was smaller and the expenses larger
than were expected. People are a little
tired of exlibitions, and some shopkeevpers
oppose them because they beliéve that by
them their business is injured. Friction is
unavoidable in undertaking of this
kind. However, now that the affair is
over, we think that nothing but good, the
extent of which eanuot now be measured,
will follow it. Certainly it has been the
means of establishing several new business
houses in Boston and New York; it has
opened mew avenues of trade to foreign
dealers;and it has, at least, taught us some-
thing of the industrial progress which for-
eign nations are making."”
New  Year's day, being “Emaucipation
Day,” there was a large attendance of eol-
ored peorlf-. On the same evening medals
and diplomas were awarded to Commis-
sioners to foreign countries, and amongst

the recipients appears the name of the
Hon. W. M. Gibson, Hawalii.

be useless

]n

Annexation in the Pacific-

A Loundon correspondent tothe New Zea-
land Herald writes as follows under date of
November Sth, 1883:—The prospects of an
ultimate—and in some respects even early
—realisation by the Australasian colonies
of their sshemes in regard to the future of
the Pacific have considerably improved
during the last month.
is beginning to recede from the attitude of
obstinate resistnnce which itat first assum-
ed in respeet to aunexation in the Pacifie,
and prominent officials whose words carry
weight with even the
the day are recognising
colonies probably knew
best, though

that after all the
tueir own business
might possibly have
urged their views with more diplomatic
tact and less juvenile impetuosity. From
one source and another [ have been enabled
to gather a good deal of information which
shows distinetly enough the present ‘‘set "’
of official opinion eon the several grave
questions relating to the Pacific, which are
now under the consideration of Her Maj-
esty's Ministers, both Imperial and eolo-
nial. In the first place it would be well to
allude to the important bateh of ** corres-
pondenee respecting New (Guinea, the New
Hebrides,and other islands in the Pacifie,"
which has just been issued. [t earries the
“official " narrative of events up to the end
of August, when Lord Derby replied to the
memorandum of the Agents-General, that
the Imperial Government are far from be-
ing satisfled that the assumption of the re-
sponsibilities which a protectorate over the
New Hebrides, and other islands would in-
volve is necessary or justifiable. Witheut
attempting to explain the action taken by
each individual colony or the extent of
pressure each brought to bear upon the
Colonial Ofce to secure the adoption of
any Australasian policy, it may be inter-
esting te supply some few details respect-
ing the steps adopted by New Zealand. The

they

ernment and Sir Francis Bell have proba-
bly appeared already, but the despateh in
which Sir William Jervois urged upeon
Lord Derby the desirability of establishing
British rule over the New Hebrides and
other islands in the Pacifie, has most likely
not yet seen the light, and it sums up so
suscinetly the special reasons in favor of an
immediate adoption of the Australasian
policy that I am tempted to, quote its sal-
ient points. Sir William Jervois writing
on June 16, assigned the following “special
reasons’’ why annexation would be bene-
ficial to the colonies and should be adopted
without uunecessary delay. 1. The dis-
tance between the Australasian colonies

Power (with the =single - exception of the
French island of New Caledonia) is at pres-
ent one of the prineipal reasons for their
comparative security from foreign attack.
It is believed here that this state of things
will in all probability ere long be changed,
as more Lthan one Power is understoed to
be desirous of wilking possession of seme of
a European war) become n base of hostile

source of jealousy and inconvenience.”" 2,
The trade between the islands and

probability rapidly to increase.
impossible that, in this event,
should remain permanently ip

uncivilized races, and the only alternative

other maritime uvation. 3. Much

penal settlement.

of all immigrants.

protection of the islands.

fence."”

opinions considerably at

more econcmically, from Queensland.

The Colonial Office |

political leaders of |

telegrams which passed between the Gov- |
| to the feregoing resolutions as Her Majes- |

and the possessions of any other Furopean |

these islands, wiaich might (in the event of
operations, and at other times be a constant

Austra-
lasia is already considerable, and likely in
It isalinost
the islands
the hands of

colonies,and the expenses paid by subscrip-
tion from them, weunld bs a failure.
are or three other points in the Blue-book
which will be bailed with satisfaction in
the colonies. One is the abandonment by
the French Government of the assertion
that an understanding existed between
| France and England, that neither country
sheuld adopt a policy ofannexation in New

Guinea without previous notice and agree-
ment.

disputed the existence of any such agree-
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There |

The British Government promptly |

| ment, and the French Foreign Office (after |

! giving assurance that they had no inten-
| tion of interfering in New Guinea) subse-
| quently admitted its mistake, and express-
| ed itself as ““Unaware of any exchange of
views baving taken place between the two
countries with regard to New Guinea.” It
is also well to note that as late as July 10
| of the present year, the French Gevern-
ment in explicit terms, admitted that the
declarations exchanged between England
{ and France in 1878 with regard to the New
| Hebrides are still in force and binding
| upon both countries,

The Inter-Colonisl Convention. 1883.

l The following is the full text of the reso-
lutions relating to the Islands of the Pacifie
and which were unanimous!y adopted by
the Convention :

This Convention representing the Goy-
ernments of all the Britishh Colonies of Aus-
| tralasia unanimously resolves:
| 1. That further acquisition of dominion
| in the Pacifie, south of the Equator, by any
i Foreign Power, would be highly detrimen-

tal to the safety and well-being of the Brit-
| ish possessions in Australasia. and injurious
{ to the interests of the Empire.

2. That this Conventien refrains from
suggesting the action by which effect can
best be given to the foregoing resolution, in
the confident belief,that the Imperial Gov-
ernment will promptly adopt the wisest and
most effectual measures for securing the
| safety and cententment of this portion of
| Her Majesty’s dominions,

3. That having regard to the geographi-
| cal position of the Island of New Guineas,
I the rapid extension of British trade and en_
| terprise in the Torres Straits, the certainty
| that the island will shortly be the resort of
many adventurous subjects of Great Brit-

ain and other nations, and the absence or |
| inadeguacy of any existing laws for regu- |

| lating their relations with the native tribes
| this Convention, wbile fully recoguizing
that the responsib’lity of extending the
boundaries of the Fumpire belongs to the
Imperial Government, is emphatically of
opinion that such steps should be immedi-
ately taken as will most conveniently and

with the British Empire of so much of New
. Guinea, and the =mall islands adjacent
| thereto, as i= not claimed by the Govern-
| ment of the Netherlands.
| 4. That although the understanding ar-
| rived at in 1878 between great Britain and
| France, recognizing the independence of
the New Hebrides, appears to preclude this
| Convention from making apy recommend-
! atlon ineonsistent with that understanding
| the Canvention urges upen Her Majesty’s
| Government that it is extremely desirable
that such understanding shonld give place
| to some more definite engagement, which
shall secure those islands from falling under
| any foreign dominion; at the same time
| the Convention trusts that Her Majesty's
| Government will avail itself of any oppor-
tunity that may arise for negotiating with
the Government of France, with the object
of ebtaining the control of those islands in
the interests of Australasia.
6. That the Governments represented at

recommend to thelr respective Legislatures
measures of permanent Appropriation for

and effectively seeure the incorporation |

defrayimg, in proportien to population, such -+

|
|
|
‘ this Convention undertake to submit and
|
i
|

share of the cost incurred in giving effect

| ty's Government, having regard to the rel-
| ative importance of Imperial and Australa-
| sion interests, may deem fair and reasona-
ble.

6. That the Convention protests in the
strongest manner against the declared inten.
tion of the Government of France to trans-
port large numbers of relapsed eriminals to
the French possessions in the Pacific, and
urges Her Majesty’s Government to use
every means in its power to prevent the
adoption of & course so disastrous te the in-
! terests of Australasia snd the Paecific Is-
| lands.

| . 7. That the Convention expresses a confi-
dent hope that no penal settlement for the
| reception of European criminals will long
continue to exist in the Pacific, and invites
Her Majesty's Government to make to the
Government of France such serious repre-
sentatiens on this subject as may be deemed
expedient.,

8. That these resolutions be communica-
ted to the Right Honorable the Secretary
of State for the Celonies, together with a

Majesty's gracious consideration, and for
such action as Her Majesty may think
{_)roper to direct, with a view to giving efl-
ect to the earnest desire of her loyal sub-
jects in Australasia. i

The Black Hole of Calcutta.

the recent discovery by Mr. Bayne, on the

request that they may be submittsd for Her |

The Calcutta Fuglishman contains letters
whieh give some interesting particulars of

1884.

26,

| at a time when the tendency of the policy
of our rulers is to blot that same British
Empire in India out of the map of the
world. The old stones seemed to Ty ouf,
“We help you to realise what the native
can do, what Le actually did when he reign-
ed supreme for that one terrible night of
| Sunday, June 20, 1756, which has stamped
its record insuch gloomy characters on the
pages of history. 1If you think that a ceu-
tury of your Western culture must have
radically changed the nature of these men,
and have fitted them to be their own rulers
and yours to, turn to that otner indelible
blood-spot, where a white marbie aogel ov-
ershadows the last sleep of the slaughtered
innocents of Cawnpore, and bave a care.
You cannot force nature’s laws to werk at
high pressure, or ber clocks to move faster
than she wills. You will not, with a cen-
tury, aye, with s century and a quarter, of
Western civilisation aud Influences to help
you, succeed in making a silk purse out of
a sow’s ear.”” Such wos the sermon we read
in the old stones; but then we looked at
them from a different standpoint to that
from which our present ‘““men of light.and
leading” would regard them. Dr. H. E.
Busteed, of the Caleutta Mint, in giving a
description of the premises as they slood at
the time of the atroecity, says: * On the
evening of the capture of the Fort (June 20,
1756) the prisoners were told to go into the
barracks, for the night as they thought.
Having gone in there the guard advaneed
from the veranda to the parapet wall, and
with muskets pointed, with clubs and
swords, drove the exhausted people into the
room at the end through the door in wall
No. 3, which opened inwards. Few il any
of the 146 knew at the moment what wcre
the dimensious of, or the openings from, the
room they were being thrust into in the
dark, nor probably did the guards know
what the inevitable result must Hol-
well, the historian of the tragedy that night
was among the first that the wave behind
pushed in, and he secured the window near-
est the door, taking there with him two
wounded officers. but soon, as he tells,
Lad to support a Duteh sergeant®n his left
shoulder, and a Topaz, or native soldier, on
his right, who were also holding on to the

be,

he

very close to the built up arch earrying the
windows, through which they appealed to
the guards without, and got a few mouth-
fuls of water in hats pushed through the
bars. Along the eastern wall, as aleng the
barracks, ran a wooden platform; on this
many expired. It was this, at the
south end of the cell, that Holwell tells us
he resigned himself to die: I laid myself
down by thatgallant old man, the Rev. Mr.
Jervas Bellamy, who lay dead with his son
the lHeutenant hand in hand.”” Inconelud-
ing, the writer says that till Mr. Bayne, C.
IE., took up the investigation from recently
found trustworthy data, the site of the
Black Hole could only be approximately
conjectured as wear the southi-east bastion.

e

A Mo o 2B N

The Recent Discoloration of the Sun.

Iu an elaborate letter tothe Londou Timeas,
! Mr. Norman Lockyer, the Epnglish nstronomer,
attemps to account for the extraordinary *‘sky
glows' which hnve since September attracted so
Mr. Lockyer argues thatl they

muech sttention.

and ashes ejected during the August eraption in
Java and transported thence by the trade wind
entrrents into the high northern latitudes.

The New York Herald says this hypothesia
| is beset with difficulties whieh Mr, Lockyer does
not remove. The phenomenon, with somne mod-
ifications, hns been witnessed in the East and
West Indies, North Brazil, the United States,
Euglun\l. Frapee and L}urlnnu_\, the dl‘i!alu}'s of
continued
places for over tliree months
Lo

it
Hud the strunge
| glows been due yoleanic dust [rom Java
the high atwmosphere, they would prob-
ably have soon ceased. | he monsoon current
of the Indian Ocean, iuto which the dust was

red suusets have on# Or Lore

in

originally unecast, is drawn during Aungust asud
September toward Central Asia, and it i1s hard
to see how it could have borne the pulverized
matter to Brazil. The geeat eraption took place
August 27, and the discolered sun was seeu at
Maranhem, Brazil (ten thousand miles distant),

| = .
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are due to the presence of vast quantities of dust J

| M
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Vour Most Obedivnt Servants,

WISEMAN & ASHLEY,
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ME. WISEMAN and ME ASUHLEY deslre (0 THANK the PUBLIC generally for
bestowed upon them while separuiely conducting business in Honolule s Geners] Busineasy
Liberal Suuare of Patvonage for the New Firm in the Future.®
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in August last,

The latest data given by European observers
of the phenomenou ratuer confirm the view orig-
inally advanced by the Herald that the *‘red'’
and suns were the effects of an excepe
tionul evaporation from the oceans and a conse-
quent excess of aqueons vapor in the atmosphere.
Professor Helmhboltz, writing of the ‘‘red san-
gets'’ at Berlin, on November 28,29 and 30, says

i iriaamin "’
gieen

is scarcely conceivable that the Berlin sky nt
such an altitude conld have floated Java dust,

| “ghe reflecting medium, whatever it was, wuas
about forty miles above the varth's sarface.” It

jratronuge ln the past, and soliciting o continuances of the :
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will be the occupation by England or some
incon-
venience has already been felt in these col-
onies by New Caledonia being used as a
It is unfortunately too
often the fate of French and other foreign
colonial possessions to become convict es-
tablishments, and there is a fear prevailing
here that the New Hebrides and ether is.
laflds may be thus used, and that there will
be an influx into Australasia of liberated
and escaped convicts, the mmost undesirable
4. I need hardly point
out to your Lordship that these colonies,
rapidly increasing as they are in wealth
and populatien, would be well able in fu- |
ture to undertake the management and ‘
Indeed I believe |
that having to do so would be beneficial to
them, as encouraging a feeling in favor of
federation, to which intercolenial free trade
would be an incident, and making them
realize more fully the fact of the necessity
for their providing for their own self-de-
It is somewhat significant that Sir
A. H. Palmer, in a despatch written while
he was adminpistering the Government of
Queensland a few months since, expressed
variance with
those embodied in the last paragraph of
Sir William Jervois’s despateh. Sir. A.H.
Palmer urged that while, so long as New
Guines became an appanage of the British
Crown, it was of little importance whether
she was governed by Queensland or directly
by the Crown; still Lie believed, looking at
the antecedents of Fiji, that Pupua could be
. | governed as efficiently, and very much
He
felt quite sure, he said, that any attempt to
govern, by a federation of the Australian

Postoffice premises, of the remains of the
world-famed Black Hole of Calcutta. One
correspendent after giving the inscription
on the memerial which was raised to com- |
memorate ‘‘the horrid act of vielence’’' com-
mitted in the Black Hole, says:—The di-
mensions of the different parts of the me-
morial pillar, as measured by the plan in - =
my possession, were, diameter of the octa- A Arrarii

gonal platform, 27 feet; each side of the oc- ;ﬂltrllﬁﬂllﬂllﬁ.
tagonal platform, 11 feet 6 inches; height of | e
basement pillar, 14 feet; height of shaff, 33 | : .
feet; total height of memorial, including | A. KRA F'J?o
platform, basement, and shaft, nearly 50
feet, The writer goes on to say that he was '
surprised to find the remains of two pillars
which Mr. Bayne's excavations have
brought to light so far below the present
level of the surface, and asks, is this fact

but it is quite probable that the intercepling
matter was excessively minute particles of frozen
vapor. If the widespread phenomenon of dis-
colored suus be dus to the cuuse assigned by the
Herald, it would scem to indicate that the
northern continents may look for a season of
nnusaally heavy precipitation of snow and rain,
with some mitigation of intense polar cold.

logieal structure of the delta on which Cal-
cutta stands, and the fact that there are at
least three forestsof sunderi wood beneath
our feet at different levels,and that about 480
feet below us is the old sea sand on which
the delta has been deposited. Standing by
the grave-like excavations in which the
relics of old Calcutta were once exposed to
the light of day, one felt somehow that he
waas looking at the very foundations of the
British Empire in India. How strange that
these memorials should be at last identified
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